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(54) Apparatus for scanning colored registration marlcs 



(57) The present specification describes an appara- 
tus for scanning colored registration marlcs printed on a 
nnoving web by a plurality of printing cylinders 28,40 of 
a printing press 10, the apparatus being provided with 
a photoemitter 160 for generating a beann of light direct- 
ed at the moving web 60, a detector 182 for detecting 
the amount of light reflected from the moving web 60 
and generating a reflectance signal having a magnitude 
relating to the amount of light, an A/D converter 1 03, 1 33 
for periodically sampling the reflectance signal to gen- 
erate a number of scan values, a memory for storing the 



scan values, and a baseline generator for determining 
a baseline level of the reflectance signal. The baseline 
generator may include means for assigning each of the 
scan values to one of a plurality of predetermined rang- 
es of values based on the magnitude of the scan values, 
means for determining a baseline range from the plural- 
ity of the predetermined ranges based on the range hav- 
ing the largest number of the scan values, and means 
for determining the baseline level based upon the base- 
line range. The predetermined ranges may be overlap- 
ping ranges. 
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